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MINISTERS OF THE SERVICE
The ministers of St. Mary's are all the people.

Preacher: The Rev. Michael Burke, Rector
Celebrant: The Rev. Israel Portilla-Gémez, Associate Rector
Readers: Kristina Reza and Charlene Davis
Voice of the People: Kate McClellan
Prayers of the People: Maggie Wilkinson
Musicians: Praise Singers
Media Specialists: Seth Eggleston, Timothy Baker, and Will Weaver
Flowers: Kristina Reza, in thanksgiving for the birth of Lily

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

GATHERING MUSIC ¢ Various selections from the Liturgical Music * Praise Singers
GATHERING MUSIC ¢ Dark December

[. Oh, should we curse the winter? For being ere so long,
When the trees are black and groaning and every leaf is gone,
And from the silent blackthorn bush
there comes no small bird's song,

CHORUS: Oh, should we curse the winter (3x)
And December most of all?

2. Oh, should we curse the winter? For being ere so cold,
When the sheep together huddle to keep warm in their fold,
When a man won't leave his fireside unless that man is bold,

REPEAT CHORUS

3. Oh, should we curse the winter? For being ere so bleak,
When a man turns up his collar to warm his frozen cheek,
When he hurries though the icebound streets
through rain and sleet and squall

REPEAT CHORUS
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4. Oh, should we curse the winter? For being ere so dark,

When the sun is late in rising and early to depart,
When the biting northern blizzard winds freeze our very hearts,

REPEAT CHORUS

5. No, we should not curse the winter,

with its raging winds and storms.
Likewise the cold and darkness no one on earth should scorn,
For is winter not the season when the Christ child he was born?

Last Chorus: No, we should not curse the winter (3x),
And December least of all.

LAST CHORUS: No, we should not curse the winter (3x),
And December least of all.

WELCOME ¢ The Rev. Michael Burke
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*OPENING HYMN ¢ Rejoice, Rejoice Believers * Hymnal #68
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*OPENING SENTENCES AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

Celebrant
People

Celebrant
People

Celebrant
People

Celebrant
People

Celebrant

People

We gather on the lands of the Dena’ina people.
From many places and many peoples we come to this house in prayer.

We gather in the presence of God:
The Creator who is the source of all that is, seen and unseen

In hope we walk together with Christ:
Our Companion who walks with us and with all peoples on the path of
reconciliation.

God's Holy Spirit breathes in and through us:
The Divine Wisdom who transforms us and all life.

In this time and place, together, people of God from every language,
culture, and nation:
We are made new by the holy and life-giving Trinity

*ADVENT CANDLE-LIGHTING

Reader

People

People of God: unite!

We await the promise of renewal.

God bending down in love to earth.

God calls you to love one another,

as you have been loved by God.

You are God's children.

Lord, make us one as we walk with Christ in Love
today and for ever.

Amen.

The candle lighter lights the third Advent candle.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

*THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Priest
People

Priest
Priest

God be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
Stir up your power, O God, and with great might come among us; and,

because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy
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speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you
and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

FIRST READING ¢ Zephaniah 3:14-20
Reader A Reading from Zephaniah.
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;
shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter Jerusalem!

The Lord has taken away the judgments against you,
and has turned away your enemies.
The ruler of Israel, God, is in your midst;

you shall fear disaster no more.
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion;
do not let your hands grow weak.
The Lord, your God, is in your midst,
a warrior who gives victory;
God will rejoice over you with gladness,
and will renew you in love;
God will exult over you with loud singing
as on a day of festival.
| will remove disaster from you,
so that you will not bear reproach for it.
| will deal with all your oppressors
at that time.
And I will save the lame
and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.
At that time I will bring you home,
at the time when 1 gather you;
for I will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
before your eyes, says the Lord.
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Reader The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

CANTICLE 9
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Plainsong, Tone 3, adapt. Bruce E. Ford / Wilhelmi

Surely, it is the Lord who saves me;

I will trust in the Lord and not be afraid.

For God is my stronghold and my sure defense,
and will be my Savior.

ANTIPHON (ALL SING)

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing
from the springs of salvation.

And on that day you shall say,
Give thanks to God and call upon the Name;

Make God's deeds known among the peoples;
see that they remember that the Name is exalted.

ANTIPHON (ALL SING)

Sing the praises of God, who has done great things,
and this is known in all the world.
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy,
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

ANTIPHON (ALL SING)
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SECOND READING ¢ Philippians 4:4-7

Reader A Reading from Philippians.
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known
to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People  Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL HYMN ¢ The Rebel Jesus * solo by Lana Ramos
Silence

Soloist begins to sing,
All the streets are filled with laughter and light
And the music of the season
And the merchants' windows are all bright
With the faces of the children
And the families hurrying to their homes
As the sky darkens and freezes
Will be gathering around their hearths and tables
Giving thanks for God's graces
And the birth of the rebel Jesus

Well they call him by the prince of peace

And they call him by the savior

And they pray to him upon the seas

And in every bold endeavor

And they fill His churches with their pride and gold
As their faith in Him increases

But they've turned the nature that I worship in
From a temple to a robber's den

In the words of the rebel Jesus

We guard our world with locks and guns
And we guard our fine possessions
And once a year when Christmas comes
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We give to our relations

And perhaps we give a little to the poor
If the generosity should seize us

But if any one of us should interfere

In the business of why there are poor
They get the same as the rebel Jesus

But pardon me if | have seemed

To take the tone of judgment

For I've no wish to come between

This day and your enjoyment

In a life of hardship and of earthly toil
There's a need for anything that frees us
So I bid you pleasure

And I bid you cheer

From a heathen and a pagan

On the side of the rebel Jesus

Writer: Jackson Browne
Copyright: Lyrics © Swallow Turn Music

*GOSPEL * Luke 3:7-18

Priest ~ The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Priest  John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of
repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor’;
for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even
now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire."

And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?" In reply he said to them,
"Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has
food must do likewise." Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked
him, "Teacher, what should we do?" He said to them, "Collect no more than the
amount prescribed for you." Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what should we do?"
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He said to them, "Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation,
and be satisfied with your wages."

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by
saying, "l baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to
gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.

The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SERMON ¢ The Rev. Michael Burke




*AFFIRMING OUR FAITH

Page 13 of 28

PER i —
J A ]
\;J); L 3 ‘ o ﬂ i f | d ’
1. We be - lieve in God al - might -y, Au - thor  of all
2. We be - lieve that Je - sus suf - fered, scourged and scorned and
3. We be - lieve in God’s own Spir - it, bond - ing all the
P — — ——— :
A\IV |
PS) r rj _j g r F_J » » f
things that be, Mak - er of the earth and heav - ens,
cru - ci fied; tak - en from the cross, was bur - ied—
saints with in one church, cath - o - lic and ho - ly,
0 ¢ — — L
&5 8 ¢ ¢ oo, 1,3
o i r —
Keep - er  of the sky and  sea. We be - lieve in
True Life there had tru - ly died. We be - lieve that
where for - give - ness frees  from sin; in the bod - y’s
T N | |
i ju |
e
) | | ! [ |
God’s son, Je - sus, now for us both Lord and Christ, of the Spir - it

on  the third day Christ was raised up from the grave, then as-cend - ed
res - ur-rec-tion, for the break-ing of death’s chain  gives the life that’s
[ W . | . | ! ‘ [re—
# | | i \ \ | | ‘
- 33 :
Py F | r =
and of Mar -y born to bring a - bun - dant life.
to  God’s right hand. He will come to judge and save.
ev - er - last - ing. This the faith  that we have  claimed.



Page 14 of 28

*THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
As we come to the time of the prayers of the people, I invite you to stand or kneel as
you are able. There will be a brief time to share our own prayers aloud, if you wish
you may also leave your prayers in the offering basket when it is passed so that it can
be delivered to our prayer team to be prayed over by the congregation throughout the
week. For those online your prayers as well will be delivered to the prayer team, even
if they are not read aloud.
Pause before continuing.
In hope we pray to God our Creator.
Silence
O God, who sent to us our Savior, whose Body is your Church, grant that all who wait
for Christ may be united in your truth, live in your peace, and reveal your love to the
world.
Silence.
God, in your mercy;
Hear our prayer.

O God, whose Kingdom holds heaven and earth as one, grant our leaders and all in
authority would be convicted to love justice and govern rightly so that all people
might live in safety; and where there is oppression, injustice, and inequity, we pray
that your light would show forth and that the world might be healed.

Silence.

God, in your mercy;

Hear our prayer.

O God, whose Spirit comes among us to inspire and to restore, grant peace, healing,
and hope to the sick, the hungry, the naked, and the imprisoned; the migrant, the
refugee, the unemployed, and the unhoused; those who are victims of violence, those
who struggle with mental health, and those whose lives are overtaken by turmoil and
chaos.

Silence.

God, in your mercy;

Hear our prayer.

O God, who created this lovely world, grant to your people the desire, the knowledge
and the determination to be proper stewards of the earth, that all may share in your
bounty and your peace.
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Silence.
God, in your mercy;
Hear our prayer.

O God, who knows our needs and concerns, and cares for us even as you care for the
birds of the air and the flower in the field, we lift up these petitions that weigh on our
hearts this week.

Silence, the people may add their own prayers or petitions here.

God, in your mercy;

Hear our prayer.

O God, who brings us the living water and leads us to eternal life, grant to the dying
and those who mourn your comfort and your peace.

Silence.

God, in your mercy;

Hear our prayer.

A Priest says
Together, praying,
Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

A Priest says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgjve you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life. Amen.
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*THE PEACE
Priest ~ The peace of Christ be always with you.
People  And also with you.

Then the People may greet one another in the name of God.

SERVICE OF THE HOLY COMMUNION

OFFERING [Eine =]
Offerings toward the work and ministry of St. Mary’s may be made by texting
StMarysAK to 73256, at GodsView.org, or by using this QR code: [=]

OFFERTORY HYMN ¢ On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry ®* Hymnal #76, v. -3
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*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!

*PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS
Celebrant  All things come of thee, O Lord;
People And of thine own have we given thee.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant:
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise,
almighty God and everlasting Creator,
through Jesus Christ your Son.
For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh,
he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world
to open for us the way of salvation.
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled,
we now watch for the day
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory.



And so we join our voices with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven

to proclaim your glory
for ever praising you and singing:

SANCTUS * WLP 854
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A priest continues
Blessed are you, gracious God,

creator of the universe and giver of life.

You formed us in your own image

and called us to dwell in your infinite love.
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You gave the world into our care
that we might be your faithful stewards
and show forth your bountiful grace.
But we failed to honor your image
in one another and in ourselves;
we would not see your goodness in the world around us;
and so we violated your creation,
abused one another,
and rejected your love.
Yet you never ceased to care for us,
and prepared the way of salvation for all people.
Through Abraham and Sarah
you called us into covenant with you.
You delivered us from slavery,
sustained us in the wilderness,
and raised up prophets
to renew your promise of salvation.
Then, in the fullness of time,
you sent your eternal Word,
made mortal flesh in Jesus.
Born into the human family,
and dwelling among us,
he revealed your glory.
Giving himself freely to death on the cross,
he triumphed over evil,
opening the way of freedom and life.
On the night before he died for us,
Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread,
and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said:

“Take, eat:
This is my Body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 44b



As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine,
and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and said:

“Drink this, all of you:

This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all
for the forgiveness of sins.

Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.” 4

A priest says Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

A priest continues
Remembering his death and resurrection,
we now present to you from your creation
this bread and this wine.
By your Holy Spirit may they be for us
the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ.
Grant that we who share these gifts
may be filled with the Holy Spirit
and live as Christ's Body in the world.
Bring us into the everlasting heritage
of your children, that with all your saints,
past, present, and yet to come,
we may praise your Name for ever.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
to you be honor, glory, and praise,
for ever and ever. AMEN. &b
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Priest As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, singing:
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Priest
People

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluial
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Come, because it is Christ who invites you.

ALL ARE WELCOME AT THE LORD’S TABLE

This is Christ's Banquet. It is made ready for those who love God,
and for those who want to love God more. So, come, you who have much faith

and you who have little, you who have been here often, and you who have not
been here long, you who have tried to follow, and you who feel you have failed.

COMMUNION HYMN e Some Children See Him (Instrumental)

COMMUNION HYMN e He Comes * Kate Bluett, Paul Zach
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1. He comes, the Lord's a-noin - ted One, and we shall  see His face
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He comes, and we shall hear His voice, not as  some dis tant sound,
He comes, with fa - vor in His hands, our emp - by souls _ to Al
He comes, the Lord, as one of |us He comes to judge  the earth:
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but tones that make the__  heart re- joice when love, long  lost, is found.
to make a  high-way__ through the sands and bid the storms be stll.
how won -der - ful, how_ glo - - ous His long a - wait - ed birth!_____

Copyright © 2021 Intsgrity Worship Music/PG Songs And Hymnes/ASCAP
(adm worldwide at CapitolCMGPublizshing.com, sxcluding the UK & Eurcpe which is adm by Integrity Music).
Leadshest design by Cwen Stroud (owsn@owenstroud.com). CCLI# 71868008
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THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
After Communion, a priest says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and people
Loving God,
we give you thanks
for restoring us in your image
and nourishing us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.
Now send us forth
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;
that we may proclaim your love to the world
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

BLESSING

SENDING OUT EUCHARISTIC VISITORS
Celebrant: (Name), in the name of this congregation, we send you to share our
Eucharist with . May you take the prayers of all of us as you deliver
the sacrament of Christ’s presence.
All: We who are many are one body, because we all share in the one cup!

Celebrant: Go forth in the name of God!
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BIRTHDAYS
Watch over your child, O God, as their days increase; bless and guide them
where ever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when
discouraged or sorrowful, raise them up if they fall; and in their heart may your
peace which passes understanding, abide all the days of their life; through Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.

ANNIVERSARIES
Send, O God, your blessing upon these your servants. Sustain them in their

love and commitment to each other, that their home may be a place of peace
and hospitality now and always. Amen.



SOBRIETY
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Bless, O God, your servant in their work of recovery; defend them in their
sobriety; and bless them with strength and wisdom now and always. Amen.

WORK TRANSITION OR RETIREMENT
Gracious God, we thank you for the work and witness of your servant who has
enriched this community and brought gladness to friends and family; now bless
and preserve them at this time of transition. Guide them in the continued use
of your gifts; provide sustenance for temporal and spiritual needs, friends to
cheer the way, and a clear vision of the ministry to which you are now calling
them. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

BLESSING SONG

May the blessing of God be upon you, the blessing of the Father and the Son.
And may the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Love*, be with you all your days.

*Spirit of Peace [second verse]

*RECESSIONAL HYMN ¢ The King Shall Come ® Hymnal #73, v. 1,3,5
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1 east - ern hills  and life to joy a - wakes.

2 like the sun  that lights the morn - ing sky.
3 of that morn, the day that c¢’er shall last;
4 o - ver wrong, and truth  shall be ex tolled.
5 peo - ple pray, come quick - ly, King of kings.

i J ] P N |

. 77
H——— —F £
| ‘ I 1 | | IJ.

DISMISSAL

Priest ~ Break forth together into singing,
for the Lord has comforted God's people.
As we await our coming Savior
let us walk in the Love of Christ.

People  Thanks be to God.

St. Mary’s Christmas Services
December 24 at 4:00 pm: Family Christmas Service
December 24 at 9:00 pm: Christmas Eve Service
December 25 at 10:00 am: Christmas Day Service

December 29 at 10:00 am: Lessons and Carols

Visit GodsView.org for more information!
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GROUPS CURRENTLY ACTIVE AT ST. MARY'’S
Call (907)563-3341 for more information

Short Informal Service, followed by breakfast — Wed. mornings 7:00 -7:20 am
Men’s Small Group Bible Study — Thurs. mornings 7:00 - 8:00 am

Fierce Women's Bible Study — Mondays at 6:00 pm

Afternoon Bible Study (Book of Job) — Fridays at 1:00 pm

Women's Book Group

Christian dream work and reflection groups

Taizé-style worship — Third Thursdays at 7pm in the Chapel (in the A-frame)
Scouts, for info call Brad Sewell, 346-43 14

Women's Knitting Circle

Bazaar Team (craft making, jams, jellies, fabric art). Times vary throughout year
Sunday Morning Adult Christian Formation, various times, Waldron Hall

Sr. High Youth Group activities, trips and events, various times

Jr. High Youth Group activities, trips and events, various times

Sunday School, ages 4-19 Sundays 11:30 am-12:30 pm downstairs level

Godly Play (Montessori-based exploration of the stories of Jesus (ages 4 and up),
Sundays, 10 am, downstairs level

Sanctuary Choir, Rehearse Wednesdays 6:15 — 7:15 pm

Praise Singers roots music group. Rehearse Wednesdays 7:30 pm — 8:30 pm
Christians for Equality (Social Justice) Meets monthly 563-3341 ext. 14 for info
Anchorage Faith and Action — Congregations Together. Community organizing.
St. Mary's Creative Playschool events

Numerous events at The Thomas Center for Senior Leadership

And various retreats, workshop, presentations, outreach teams, & celebrations all year long.
Looking for community, fellowship, and service? Come join us!
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Starting next week, in order to remain mindful of resources and to allow room for
Christmas liturgy, pledge acknowledgements will no longer be posted in the bulletin.
We will, however, continue to post them in the narthex.

Thank you again to everyone who pledged, prayed, or participated in any way in
ensuring that our vibrant and inclusive church community can continue our mission:

To Know Christ and to Make Christ Known.

If you are still intending to make your pledge, you can do so directly online at:
www.GodsView.tiny.us/Pledge2025

Service music is used with permission, according to the following license agreements: CCS Broadcast and Performance License #13181;
WORSHIPcast # 3 181; CCLI #1626717; and CCLI #CSPL1207 1. All hymns are taken from The Hymnal 1982, © 1985 The
Church Pension Fund; except as noted. Liturgy from Book of Common Prayer, Enriching Our Worship, New Zealand Prayer Book and
other authorized resources. For more complete citations, contact us via email at: communications@godsview.org.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. MARY'S

December 15-22, 2024 FiaAl
Scan QR code or visit ®

https.//www.GodsView.org/newsletter-signup/

to sign up for our weekly newsletter.

Sunday, December 15 — 3rd Sunday of Advent

8 am Service of Holy Eucharist
Chapel

9 am Light of the World Book Study
Cay’s Room

9 am Children’s Christian Formation
Downstairs classrooms

[0 am Service of Holy Eucharist
Sanctuary & online; ID 940 3189 1877

[0 am Christmas Pageant Rehearsals
Various classrooms

[0 am Godly Play
Room |

[ 1:30 am Third Sunday Potluck Lunch
Waldron Hall

4 pm Evening Prayer
Sanctuary

6 pm Book Launch and Reading
Waldron Hall

Monday, December 16
6 pm Fierce Women Bible Study
Room 7 (downstairs)
7 pm Outreach Team Meeting
Cay’s Room & online;
ID 873 7864 5166

Tuesday, December 17
No scheduled church events

Wednesday, December |8
7 am Service of Holy Eucharist
Sanctuary & online; ID 584 949 088
I2 pm Caring Ministries Team
Cay’s Room & online;
ID 823 7969 4537

6:15 pm Choir Rehearsal
Sanctuary

6:30 pm Women's Book Club
Online; ID 864 8947 7980

Thursday, December 19
7 am Men’s Group
Waldron Hall
7 pm Taizé Service
Chapel

Friday, December 20
| pm Book of Job Bible Study
Cay’s Room

Saturday, December 21
[0 am St. Mary’s Dreamers
email SMCdreamers907 @gmail.com

Sunday, December 22 — 4th Sunday of Advent

8 am Service of Holy Eucharist
Chapel

9 am Christian Formation
Cay’s Room & classrooms

10 am Service of Holy Eucharist
Sanctuary & online; ID 940 3189 1877

[0 am Christmas Pageant Rehearsals
Various classrooms

[ 1:20 am Fellowship Hour
Waldron Hall

4 pm Evening Prayer
Sanctuary
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http://us02web.zoom.us/j/86489477980
mailto:SMCdreamers907@gmail.com
https://godsview.zoom.us/j/94031891877

