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ST. MARY’S 

SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHARIST 

Including a reflection on the life and witness of 

JONATHAN MYRICK DANIELS, 

SEMINARIAN AND MARTYR, 1965 

Wednesday, August 14, 2024 

https://zoom.us/j/584949088 

Meeting ID (recurring): 584 949 088 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant: God be with you 

People:    And also with you.  

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

O God of justice and compassion, you put down the proud and mighty from their place, and lift 

up the poor and the afflicted: We give you thanks for your faithful witness Jonathan Myrick 

Daniels, who, in the midst of injustice and violence, risked and gave his life for another; and we 

pray that we, following his example, may make no peace with oppression; through Jesus Christ 

the just one, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

PSALM 85:7-13                    The St. Helena Psalter 

Show us your mercy, O God,  

and grant us your salvation.  

I will listen to what you are saying,  

for you are speaking peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you. 

Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,  

that your glory may dwell in our land.  

Mercy and truth have met together;  

righteousness and peace have kissed each other.  

https://www.episcopalarchives.org/church-awakens/exhibits/show/leadership/clergy/daniels
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Truth shall spring up from the earth,  

and righteousness shall look down from heaven.  

You, O God, will indeed grant prosperity,  

and our land will yield its increase.  

Righteousness shall go before you,  

and peace shall be a pathway for your feet. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                      Luke 1:46–55 

And Mary said, 

‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 

   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 

for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 

   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

   and holy is his name. 

His mercy is for those who fear him 

   from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; 

   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

   and lifted up the lowly; 

he has filled the hungry with good things, 

   and sent the rich away empty. 

He has helped his servant Israel, 

   in remembrance of his mercy, 

according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 

The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God.  

REMEMBERING JONATHAN MYRICK DANIELS 

Jonathan Myrick Daniels was born in Keene, New Hampshire, in 1939. He was shot and killed 

by an unemployed highway worker in Hayneville, Alabama, August 14, 1965. 

From high school in Keene to graduate school at Harvard, Jonathan wrestled with the meaning 

of life and death and vocation. Attracted to medicine, the ordained ministry, law and writing, he 

found himself close to a loss of faith when his search was resolved by a profound conversion on 

Easter Day 1962 at the Church of the Advent in Boston. Jonathan then entered the Episcopal 

Theological School in Cambridge, Massachusetts. In March 1965, the televised appeal of 

Martin Luther King, Jr. to come to Selma to secure for all citizens the right to vote drew 

Jonathan to a time and place where the nation’s racism and the Episcopal Church’s share in that 

inheritance were exposed. 
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He returned to seminary and asked leave to work in Selma where he would be sponsored by the 

Episcopal Society for Cultural and Racial Unity. Conviction of his calling was deepened at 

Evening Prayer during the singing of the Magnificat: “ ‘He hath put down the mighty from their 

seat and hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things.’ I knew 

that I must go to Selma. The Virgin’s song was to grow more and more dear to me in the weeks 

ahead.” 

Jailed on August 14 for joining a picket line, Jonathan and his companions were unexpectedly 

released. Aware that they were in danger, four of them walked to a small store. As sixteen-year-

old Ruby Sales reached the top step of the entrance, a man with a gun appeared, cursing her. 

Jonathan pulled her to one side to shield her from the unexpected threats. As a result, he was 

killed by a blast from the 12-gauge gun. 

The letters and papers Jonathan left bear eloquent witness to the profound effect Selma had 

upon him. He writes, “The doctrine of the creeds, the enacted faith of the sacraments, were the 

essential preconditions of the experience itself. The faith with which I went to Selma has not 

changed: it has grown ... I began to know in my bones and sinews that I had been truly 

baptized into the Lord’s death and resurrection ... with them, the black men and white men, 

with all life, in him whose Name is above all the names that the races and nations shout ... We 

are indelibly and unspeakably one.” 

PRAYERS 

Prayers may be offered, silently or aloud.  

HOLY EUCHARIST           Form A (Enriching Our Worship, p. 65) 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People   We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty 

God, Creator of heaven and earth, for the wonderful grace and virtue declared in all your 

saints, who have been the chosen vessels of your grace, and the lights of the world in their 

generations. And so we join the saints and angels in proclaiming your glory, as we say, 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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And so, Loving God, we who have been redeemed by Christ, and made a new people by water 

and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your 

people the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; 

and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other 

vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new Covenant, which is poured 

out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

The Celebrant then continues 

We now celebrate, O God, the memorial of Christ our Savior. By means of this holy bread and 

cup, we show forth the sacrifice of Christ’s death, and proclaim the resurrection, until Christ 

comes in glory. Gather us by this Holy Communion into one body in the Risen One, and make 

us a living sacrifice of praise. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

And now, in the words Christ taught us, we are bold to pray, saying, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray.  

Eternal and Life-Giving God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the sacrament of his Body 

and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 

and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

BLESSING 

THE PEACE 


