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Augustine of Hippo
earliest known depiction

6" century fresco, Lateran, Rome (unknown artist)

(public domain)
ST. MARY’S
SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHARIST
Including a reflection on the life and witness of

AUGUSTINE,
BisHOP OF HIPPO, AND THEOLOGIAN (430)
Wednesday, August 28, 2024

https://zoom.us/j/584949088
Meeting ID (recurring): 584 949 088

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant: God be with you
People:  And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Lord God, the light of the minds that know you, the life of the souls that love you, and the
strength of the hearts that serve you: Help us, following the example of your servant Augustine
of Hippo, so to know you that we may truly love you, and so to love you that we may fully serve
you, whom to serve is perfect freedom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

PsALM 87 The St. Helena Psalter

On the holy mountain stands the city God has founded;
God loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob.

Glorious things are spoken of you,
O city of our God.

I count Egypt and Babylon among those who know me;
behold Philistia, Tyre, and Ethiopia: in Zion were they born.

Of Zion it shall be said, “Everyone was born there,
and the Most High God shall sustain it.”

God will record in the roll of the peoples,
“These also were born there.”
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The singers and the dancers will say,
“All my fresh springs are in you.”

THE HOLY GOSPEL John 14:6-15

Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and
have seen him.’

Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, ‘Have
I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has
seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? Do you not believe that I am in the
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in
me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you,
the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works
than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. If you
love me, you will keep my commandments.

The Word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God.

REMEMBERING AUGUSTINE, BISHOP OF HIPPO AND THEOLOGIAN

Augustine, perhaps the greatest theologian in the history of Western Christianity, was born in
354 at Tagaste in North Africa. In his restless search for truth, he was attracted by
Manichaeism and Neoplatonism, and was constantly engaged in an inner struggle with his
personal morals. Finally, under the influence of his mother Monnica, Augustine surrendered to
the Christian faith in the late summer of 386. He was baptized by Ambrose, Bishop of Milan,
on Easter Eve in 387. After returning to North Africa in 391, Augustine found himself
unexpectedly chosen by the people of Hippo to be a presbyter. Four years later he was chosen
bishop of that city. His spiritual autobiography, The Confessions of St. Augustine, written
shortly before 400 in the form of an extended prayer, is a classic of Western spirituality.

Augustine wrote countless treatises, letters, and sermons. They have provided a rich source of
new and fresh insights into Christian truth.

The Manichaeans had attempted to solve the problem of evil by positing the existence of an
independent agency eternally opposed to God. In refutation, Augustine affirmed that all
creation is essentially good, having been created by God; and that evil is, properly speaking, the
privation of good. A rigorist sect, the Donatists, had split from the Great Church after the
persecution of Diocletian in the early fourth century. Against them, Augustine asserted that the
Church was “holy,” not because its members could be proved holy, but because holiness was
the purpose of the Church, to which all its members are called.

Stirred by Alaric the Visigoth’s sack of Rome in 410, Augustine wrote his greatest work, The
City of God. In it he writes: “Two cities have been formed by two loves: the earthly by love of
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self, even to the contempt of God, the heavenly by the love of God, even to the contempt of
self. The earthly city glories in itself, the heavenly city glories in the Lord ... In the one, the
princes, and the nations it subdues, are ruled by the love of ruling; in the other, the princes and
the subjects serve one another in love.”

Augustine died on August 28, 430, as the Vandals were besieging his own earthly city of
Hippo.

PRAYERS
Prayers may be offered, silently or aloud.

HOLY EUCHARIST Form A (Enriching Our Worship, p. 65)

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People  And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People  We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty
God, Creator of heaven and earth, for the wonderful grace and virtue declared in all your
saints, who have been the chosen vessels of your grace, and the lights of the world in their
generations. And so we join the saints and angels in proclaiming your glory, as we say,

Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

And so, Loving God, we who have been redeemed by Christ, and made a new people by water
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your
people the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it;
and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other
vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
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As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new Covenant, which is poured
out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

The Celebrant then continues

We now celebrate, O God, the memorial of Christ our Savior. By means of this holy bread and
cup, we show forth the sacrifice of Christ’s death, and proclaim the resurrection, until Christ
comes in glory. Gather us by this Holy Communion into one body in the Risen One, and make
us a living sacrifice of praise. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, in the words Christ taught us, we are bold to pray, saying,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And fead us not info temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Eternal and Life-Giving God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the sacrament of his Body
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
THE PEACE



