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COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant: God be with you 

People:    And also with you.  

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

God, in whose service alone is perfect freedom: We thank you for your prophets William Lloyd 

Garrison and Maria Stewart, who testified that we are made not by the color of our skin but by 

the principle formed in our soul. Fill us, like them, with the hope and determination to break 

every chain of enslavement, that bondage and ignorance may melt like wax before flames, and 

we may build that community of justice and love which is founded on Jesus Christ our 

cornerstone; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

PSALM 82                      The St. Helena Psalter 

God stands in the council of heaven  

and gives judgment in the midst of the gods:  

“How long will you judge unjustly  

and show favor to the wicked?  

Save the weak and the orphan;  

defend the humble and needy;  

Rescue the weak and the poor;  

deliver them from the power of the wicked.  
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They do not know, neither do they understand; they go about in darkness;  

all the foundations of the earth are shaken.  

Now I say to you, ‘You are gods, and all of you children of the Most High;  

Nevertheless, you shall die like mortals and fall like any ruler.’ ”  

Arise, O God, and rule the earth,  

for you shall take all nations for your own. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                      Mark 5:25–34 

Now there was a woman who had been suffering from haemorrhages for twelve years. She had 

endured much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she was no better, 

but rather grew worse. She had heard about Jesus, and came up behind him in the crowd and 

touched his cloak, for she said, ‘If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well.’ Immediately 

her haemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her 

disease. Immediately aware that power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the 

crowd and said, ‘Who touched my clothes?’ And his disciples said to him, ‘You see the crowd 

pressing in on you; how can you say, “Who touched me?” ’ He looked all round to see who 

had done it. But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling, 

fell down before him, and told him the whole truth. He said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has 

made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.’ 

The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God.  

REMEMBERING WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON AND MARIA STEWART 

William Lloyd Garrison was born in Newburyport, Massachusetts, in 1805. His father, a sailor, 

had abandoned the family when he was five years old. His experience of poverty at a young age 

awakened in him a religious zeal for justice and a hatred for slavery. After working on a Quaker 

periodical in Baltimore, Garrison returned to Boston and, with the help of the black community, 

started his own antislavery paper, The Liberator. 

His proclamation of purpose in the first issue became famous around the country: “On [the 

subject of slavery] I do not wish to think, or speak, or write, with moderation. No! No! Tell a 

man whose house is on fire to give a moderate alarm ... but urge me not to use moderation in a 

cause like the present. 

The Liberator came to be the dominant voice in the abolitionist movement demanding 

immediate emancipation without compensation to slave owners. Garrison invoked the ire and 

rage of people all over the country, particularly in slaveholding states. In 1835 an angry mob 

attacked Garrison who was jailed for his own safety. 

In what was a radical policy for the time, Garrison opened up his columns to black and female 

writers. Among those to respond to his call was Maria W. Stewart, a freeborn African-American 

woman who showed up at his office in 1831 with several essays that were published in The 

Liberator. 
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Born in Hartford, Connecticut, Stewart was orphaned at the age of five and grew up in the 

home of a white minister. She married James W. Stewart, a successful shipping outfitter, but 

was widowed just three years later. Soon after she experienced a religious conversion and 

responded with her vigorous antislavery advocacy. Her efforts called upon African Americans in 

the south to rise up against slavery and for northern blacks to resist racial restrictions. When 

her speaking career ended after three years, she became a schoolteacher and then Head Matron 

of Freedom’s Hospital in Washington D.C., which was later to become Howard University. 

PRAYERS 

Prayers may be offered, silently or aloud.  

HOLY EUCHARIST           Form A (Enriching Our Worship, p. 65) 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People   We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty 

God, Creator of heaven and earth, for the wonderful grace and virtue declared in all your 

saints, who have been the chosen vessels of your grace, and the lights of the world in their 

generations.  

And so we join the saints and angels in proclaiming your glory, as we say, 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

And so, Loving God, we who have been redeemed by Christ, and made a new people by water 

and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your 

people the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; 

and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other 

vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new Covenant, which is poured 

out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

The Celebrant then continues 

We now celebrate, O God, the memorial of Christ our Savior. By means of this holy bread and 

cup, we show forth the sacrifice of Christ’s death, and proclaim the resurrection, until Christ 

comes in glory. Gather us by this Holy Communion into one body in the Risen One, and make 

us a living sacrifice of praise. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

And now, in the words Christ taught us, we are bold to pray, saying, 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil,  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray.  

Eternal and Life-Giving God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the sacrament of his Body 

and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 

and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

BLESSING  

THE PEACE 


