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ST. MARY'’S
SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHARIST

Including a reflection on the life and witness of

CHARLES FREER ANDREWS,
PRIEST AND “FRIEND OF THE POOR” IN INDIA, 1940

Wednesday, February 12, 2025
https://zoom.us/j/584949088

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant: God be with you
People:  And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Gracious God, you called Charles Freer Andrews to empty himself, after the example of our
Savior, so that he might proclaim your salvation to the peoples of India and the Pacific Islands:
By your Holy Spirit inspire us with like zeal to bring together people of every race and class,
that there may be one Body and one Spirit in Jesus Christ, our Savior; who with you and the
Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

PsALM 113:2-8 The St. Helena Psalter

Let God’s Name be blest,
from this time forth for evermore.

From the rising of the sun to its going down,
let God's holy Name be praised.

God is high above all nations,
and God's glory above the heavens.

Who is like our God, who sits enthroned on high,
but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth?

God takes up the weak out of the dust
and lifts up the poor from the ashes,
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To set them up on high,
with the rulers of the people.

God makes the woman of a childless house
to be a joyful mother of children.

THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 23:8—12

But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all students. And call
no one your father on earth, for you have one Father—the one in heaven. Nor are you to be
called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Messiah. The greatest among you will be
your servant. All who exalt themselves will be humbled, and all who humble themselves will be
exalted.

The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

REMEMBERING CHARLES FREER ANDREWS

Affectionately called “Christ’s Faithful Apostle” by his friend, the Mahatma Gandhi, Charles
Freer Andrews dedicated his life’s work to relief and justice for the oppressed and poor in India
and around the globe.

Born in Birmingham, England in 1871, he converted to the Church of England while studying
at Cambridge and was ordained a priest in 1897. An active member of the Christian Social
Union since his college days, Andrews was inspired by the cause of social justice throughout
the British Empire, particularly in India. In 1904 he joined the Cambridge Brotherhood in India
and began to teach philosophy at St. Stephen’s College, Delhi. His Indian students and
colleagues, with whom he had grown close, referred to him as Deenabandhu, or “Friend of the
Poor.”

Andrews openly criticized the racist mistreatment of the Indian people by British officials and, in
1913, he successfully mediated a cotton worker's strike in Madras which had the potential to
become violent.

He traveled to South Africa to help the Indians there in their dispute with the Government, and
it was then that he met a young lawyer named Mohandas Gandhi. Andrews was impressed with
Gandhi’s teaching of non-violence and with his knowledge of the Christian faith, and helped him
establish an ashram, or Indian hermitage, devoted to the practice of peace. In 1915, Andrews
helped convince Gandhi to return to England with him. He also aided Gandhi in his efforts to
negotiate matters of Indian autonomy with the British Government.

Andrews’ work also took him to Fiji, where he advocated for indentured Indian workers and for
the rights of oppressed sugar workers. He eventually returned to England, where he continued
to teach about social justice and radical discipleship until his death in 1940.
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PRAYERS
Prayers may be offered, silently or aloud.
HOLY EUCHARIST Form A (Enriching Our Worship, p. 65)

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People  And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People  We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty
God, Creator of heaven and earth, for the wonderful grace and virtue declared in all your
saints, who have been the chosen vessels of your grace, and the lights of the world in their
generations.

And so we join the saints and angels in proclaiming your glory, as we say,
Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

And so, Loving God, we who have been redeemed by Christ, and made a new people by water
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your
people the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it;
and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other
vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new Covenant, which is poured
out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
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The Celebrant then continues

We now celebrate, O God, the memorial of Christ our Savior. By means of this holy bread and
cup, we show forth the sacrifice of Christ’s death, and proclaim the resurrection, until Christ
comes in glory. Gather us by this Holy Communion into one body in the Risen One, and make
us a living sacrifice of praise. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, in the words Christ taught us, we are bold to pray, saying,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Eternal and Life-Giving God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the sacrament of his Body
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love

and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
THE PEACE



