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COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant: God be with you 

People:    And also with you.  

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, whose truth makes us free: We bless your Name for the witness of Frederick 

Douglass, whose impassioned and reasonable speech moved the hearts of a president and a 

people to a deeper obedience to Christ. Strengthen us also to be outspoken on behalf of those 

in captivity and tribulation, continuing in the Word of Jesus Christ our Liberator; who with you 

and the Holy Spirit dwells in glory everlasting. Amen. 

PSALM 85:7-13                    The St. Helena Psalter 

Show us your mercy, O God,  

and grant us your salvation.  

I will listen to what you are saying,  

for you are speaking peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you. 

Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,  

that your glory may dwell in our land.  

Mercy and truth have met together;  

righteousness and peace have kissed each other.  

Truth shall spring up from the earth,  

and righteousness shall look down from heaven.  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-US-expired
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You, O God, will indeed grant prosperity,  

and our land will yield its increase.  

Righteousness shall go before you,  

and peace shall be a pathway for your feet. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                       John 8:30-32 

As he was saying these things, many believed in him. 

Then Jesus said to those who had believed in him, ‘If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.’ 

The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God.  

REMEMBERING FREDERICK DOUGLASS 

Born as a slave in 1818, Frederick Douglass was separated from his mother at the age of eight 

and given by his new owner, Thomas Auld, to his brother and sister-in-law, Hugh and Sophia 

Auld. Sophia attempted to teach Frederick to read, along with her son, but her husband put a 

stop to this, claiming, “it would forever unfit him to be a slave.” Frederick learned to read in 

secret, earning small amounts of money when he could and paying neighbors to teach him. 

In 1838, Frederick Bailey (as he was then known) escaped and changed his name to Frederick 

Douglass. At the age of 14, he had experienced a conversion to Christ in the African Methodist 

Episcopal Church, and his recollection of that tradition’s spiritual music sustained him in his 

struggle for freedom: “Those songs still follow me, to deepen my hatred of slavery, and quicken 

my sympathies for my brethren in bonds.” 

An outstanding orator, Douglass was sent on speaking tours in the Northern States by the 

American Anti-Slavery Society. The more renowned he became, the more he had to worry 

about recapture. In 1845 he went to England on a speaking tour. His friends in America raised 

enough money to buy out his master’s legal claim to him so that he could return to the United 

States in safety. Douglass eventually moved to New York and edited the pro-abolition journal 

North Star, named for the fleeing slave’s nighttime guide. 

Douglass was highly critical of churches that did not disassociate themselves from slavery. 

Challenging those churches, he quoted Jesus’ denunciation of the Pharisees: “They bind heavy 

burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men’s shoulders; but they themselves will 

not move them with one of their fingers” (Matt. 23.4) 

A strong advocate of racial integration, Douglass disavowed black separatism and wanted to be 

counted as equal among his white peers. When he met Abraham Lincoln in the White House, 

he noted that the President treated him as a kindred spirit without one trace of condescension. 
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PRAYERS 

Prayers may be offered, silently or aloud.  

HOLY EUCHARIST           Form A (Enriching Our Worship, p. 65) 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People   We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty 

God, Creator of heaven and earth, for the wonderful grace and virtue declared in all your 

saints, who have been the chosen vessels of your grace, and the lights of the world in their 

generations.  

And so we join the saints and angels in proclaiming your glory, as we say, 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

And so, Loving God, we who have been redeemed by Christ, and made a new people by water 

and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your 

people the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; 

and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other 

vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new Covenant, which is poured 

out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 
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The Celebrant then continues 

We now celebrate, O God, the memorial of Christ our Savior. By means of this holy bread and 

cup, we show forth the sacrifice of Christ’s death, and proclaim the resurrection, until Christ 

comes in glory. Gather us by this Holy Communion into one body in the Risen One, and make 

us a living sacrifice of praise. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

And now, in the words Christ taught us, we are bold to pray, saying, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray.  

Eternal and Life-Giving God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the sacrament of his Body 

and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 

and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

BLESSING  

THE PEACE 


