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COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant: God be with you 

People:    And also with you.  

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

O God our light and salvation, we thank you for Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson, whose 

visions of the liberty of the soul illumined by the light of Christ made them brave prophets of 

religious tolerance in the American colonies; and we pray that we also may follow paths of 

holiness and good conscience, guided by the radiance of Jesus Christ; who with you and the 

Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

PSALM 133                      The St. Helena Psalter 

Oh, how good and pleasant it is, when kindred live together in unity!  

It is like fine oil upon the head  

that runs down upon the beard,  

Upon the beard of Aaron,  

and runs down upon the collar of his robe.  

It is like the dew of Hermon  

that falls upon the hills of Zion.  

For there has God ordained the blessing:  

life for evermore.  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-US-expired
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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THE HOLY GOSPEL                       Luke 9:51–62 

When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And he 

sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make 

ready for him; but they did not receive him, because his face was set towards Jerusalem. When 

his disciples James and John saw it, they said, ‘Lord, do you want us to command fire to come 

down from heaven and consume them?’ But he turned and rebuked them. Then they went on 

to another village. 

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, ‘I will follow you wherever you 

go.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of 

Man has nowhere to lay his head.’ To another he said, ‘Follow me.’ But he said, ‘Lord, first let 

me go and bury my father.’ But Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their own dead; but as 

for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.’ Another said, ‘I will follow you, Lord; but let 

me first say farewell to those at my home.’ Jesus said to him, ‘No one who puts a hand to the 

plough and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.’ 

The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God.  

REMEMBERING ROGER WILLIAMS AND ANNE HUTCHINSON 

Born in London in 1603, Roger Williams was ordained and served as a priest in the Church of 

England. Williams found that he could not abide by the rigorous, high-church policies of 

Archbishop William Laud, and in 1630, he sailed to New England in search of religious liberty. 

Upon his arrival in Boston, Williams encountered further obstacles to religious freedom. In 

particular, Williams objected to the ability of the civil authorities to punish religious offenses, 

and he advocated for a “wall of separation” between civil and religious powers. He believed also 

in the fundamental right of all people to follow their consciences in matter of religious belief. He 

left Massachusetts and founded a nearby settlement called Providence, believing God had 

guided him to this new land. He was eventually granted a charter for the colony of Rhode 

Island, the new constitution of which granted wide religious latitude and freedom of practice. 

Williams founded the first Baptist Church in Providence, though he refused to be tied to the 

tenets of an established church. 

Like Roger Williams, Anne Hutchinson also immigrated to Massachusetts in hope of finding 

religious freedom. She was an outspoken advocate of the rights and equality of women, 

challenging the dominant views of the Puritan leadership. She held Bible studies in her home for 

the women of her community, at which she welcomed critical examination of the faith. As a 

result of her activities, she found herself at odds with not only the religious authorities, but with 

the state civil authorities as well, and in 1638, she was tried by the General Court of 

Massachusetts, presided over by Governor John Winthrop, and was branded as a dangerous 

dissenter and banished from the colony. Anne eventually relocated to what is now Bronx, New 

York, where she and her family were killed, save one daughter, by a group of Siwanoy Indians in 

1643. 
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Today, both Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson are remembered as early champions of 

religious liberty in this nation and as prophets of the individual’s freedom of fellowship with the 

Creator. 

PRAYERS 

Prayers may be offered, silently or aloud.  

HOLY EUCHARIST           Form A (Enriching Our Worship, p. 65) 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People   We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty 

God, Creator of heaven and earth, for the wonderful grace and virtue declared in all your 

saints, who have been the chosen vessels of your grace, and the lights of the world in their 

generations.  

And so we join the saints and angels in proclaiming your glory, as we say, 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

And so, Loving God, we who have been redeemed by Christ, and made a new people by water 

and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your 

people the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; 

and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other 

vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new Covenant, which is poured 

out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 
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The Celebrant then continues 

We now celebrate, O God, the memorial of Christ our Savior. By means of this holy bread and 

cup, we show forth the sacrifice of Christ’s death, and proclaim the resurrection, until Christ 

comes in glory. Gather us by this Holy Communion into one body in the Risen One, and make 

us a living sacrifice of praise. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

And now, in the words Christ taught us, we are bold to pray, saying, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray.  

Eternal and Life-Giving God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the sacrament of his Body 

and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 

and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

BLESSING  

THE PEACE 


