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COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant: God be with you 

People:    And also with you.  

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

O God of light and love, who illumined your Church through the witness of your servant 

William Temple: Inspire us, we pray, by his teaching and example, that we may rejoice with 

courage, confidence, and faith in the Word made flesh, and may be led to establish that city 

which has justice for its foundation and love for its law; through Jesus Christ, the light of the 

world, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

PSALM 119:97–104                  The St. Helena Psalter 

Oh, how I love your law;  

all the day long it is in my mind.  

Your commandment has made me wiser than my enemies,  

and it is always with me.  

I have more understanding than all my teachers,  

for your decrees are my study.  

I am wiser than the elders,  

because I observe your commandments.  
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I restrain my feet from every evil way,  

that I may keep your word.  

I do not shrink from your judgments,  

because you yourself have taught me.  

How sweet are your words to my taste;  

they are sweeter than honey to my mouth.  

Through your commandments I gain understanding;  

therefore I hate every lying way. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                      John 1:9–18 

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 

him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were 

born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 

father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of 

whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” ’) From 

his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; 

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only 

Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God.  

REMEMBERING WILLIAM TEMPLE 

William Temple was born October 15, 1881, and baptized three weeks later, on November 6, 

in Exeter Cathedral. His father, Dr. Frederick Temple, Bishop of Exeter and then of London, 

became Archbishop of Canterbury when William was fifteen. Growing up at the heart of the 

Church of England, William’s love for it was deep and lifelong. 

Endowed with a brilliant mind, Temple took a first-class honors degree in classics and 

philosophy at Oxford, where he was then elected Fellow of Queen’s College. At the age of 

twenty-nine he became headmaster of Repton School, and then in quick succession rector of 

St. James’s Church, Piccadilly, Bishop of Manchester, and Archbishop of York. 

Though he never experienced poverty of any kind, he developed a passion for social justice 

which shaped his words and his actions. He owed this passion to a profound belief in the 

Incarnation. He wrote that in Jesus Christ God took flesh and dwelt among us, and as a 

consequence “the personality of every man and woman is sacred.” 

In 1917 Temple resigned from St. James’s, Piccadilly, to devote his energies to the “Life and 

Liberty” movement for reform within the Church of England. Two years later an Act of 
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Parliament led to the setting up of the Church Assembly, which for the first time gave the laity a 

voice in Church matters. 

As bishop and later as archbishop, Temple committed himself to seeking “the things which 

pertain to the Kingdom of God.” He understood the Incarnation as giving worth and meaning 

not only to individuals but to all of life. He therefore took the lead in establishing the 

Conference on Chris tian Politics, Economics and Citizenship (COPEC), held 1924. In 1940 

he convened the great Malvern Conference to reflect on the social reconstruc tion that would 

be needed in Britain once the Second World War was over 

At the same time he was a prolific writer on theological, ecumenical, and social topics, and his 

two-volume Readings in St. John’s Gospel, written in the early days of the war, rapidly became 

a spiritual classic. 

In 1942 Temple was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury and reached an even wider audience 

through his wartime radio addresses and newspaper articles. However, the scope of his 

responsibilities and the pace he set himself took their toll. On October 26, 1944, he died after 

only two and a half years at Canterbury. 

PRAYERS 

Prayers may be offered, silently or aloud.  

HOLY EUCHARIST           Form A (Enriching Our Worship, p. 65) 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People   We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty 

God, Creator of heaven and earth, for the wonderful grace and virtue declared in all your 

saints, who have been the chosen vessels of your grace, and the lights of the world in their 

generations.  

And so we join the saints and angels in proclaiming your glory, as we say, 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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And so, Loving God, we who have been redeemed by Christ, and made a new people by water 

and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your 

people the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; 

and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other 

vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new Covenant, which is poured 

out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

The Celebrant then continues 

We now celebrate, O God, the memorial of Christ our Savior. By means of this holy bread and 

cup, we show forth the sacrifice of Christ’s death, and proclaim the resurrection, until Christ 

comes in glory. Gather us by this Holy Communion into one body in the Risen One, and make 

us a living sacrifice of praise. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

And now, in the words Christ taught us, we are bold to pray, saying, 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil,  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray.  

Eternal and Life-Giving God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the sacrament of his Body 

and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 

and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

BLESSING  

THE PEACE 


