
 

George K.A. Bell 

1910, Bain News Service – Library of Congress collection 

(public domain) 

ST. MARY’S 

SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHARIST 

Including a reflection on the life and witness of 

GEORGE KENNEDY ALLEN BELL, 

BISHOP OF CHICHESTER, AND ECUMENIST (1958) 

Wednesday, October 2, 2024 

https://zoom.us/j/584949088 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant: God be with you 

People:    And also with you.  

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

God of peace, you sustained your bishop George Bell with the courage to proclaim your truth 

and justice in the face of disapproval in his own nation: As he taught that we, along with our 

enemies, are all children of God, may we stand with Christ in his hour of grieving, that at length 

we may enter your country where there is no sorrow nor sighing, but fullness of joy in you; 

through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one 

God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

PSALM 46:4–11                    The St. Helena Psalter 

The God of hosts is with us;  

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,  

the holy habitation of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be overthrown;  

God shall help it at the break of day.  

The nations make much ado, and the realms are shaken;  

God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away.  

The God of hosts is with us;  

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
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Come now and look upon the works of the Most High,  

who does awesome things on earth.  

It is God who makes war to cease in all the world,  

who breaks the bow and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.  

“Be still, then, and know that I am God;  

I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                      Mark 13:1–13 

As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Look, Teacher, what large 

stones and what large buildings!’ Then Jesus asked him, ‘Do you see these great buildings? Not 

one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.’ 

When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and 

Andrew asked him privately, ‘Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all these 

things are about to be accomplished?’ Then Jesus began to say to them, ‘Beware that no one 

leads you astray. Many will come in my name and say, “I am he!” and they will lead many 

astray. When you hear of wars and rumours of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, 

but the end is still to come. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 

there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of 

the birth pangs. 

‘As for yourselves, beware; for they will hand you over to councils; and you will be beaten in 

synagogues; and you will stand before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to 

them. And the good news must first be proclaimed to all nations. When they bring you to trial 

and hand you over, do not worry beforehand about what you are to say; but say whatever is 

given you at that time, for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit. Brother will betray 

brother to death, and a father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put 

to death; and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end 

will be saved. 

The Word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God.  

REMEMBERING GEORGE BELL 

George Bell was a major voice in the Church of England during the Second World War and a 

major figure on the ecumenical stage during the post-war era. 

Born in Hampshire in 1883, Bell trained for ordination at Christ Church, Oxford, and Wells 

Theological College. Ordained to the priesthood in 1908, he served for several years in inner 

city Leeds among the poor and disenfranchised, an experience that would shape the remainder 

of his ministry. He became the chaplain to the Archbishop of Canterbury, Randall Davidson, in 

1914, becoming Dean of Canterbury in 1924 and Bishop of Chichester in 1929. 

During the rise of the Third Reich in Germany, Bell took an active role in securing safe haven in 

England for Jews and non-Aryans who wanted to escape the terror of the Nazis. He developed 

a close association with Dietrich Bonhoeffer and the Confessing Church in Germany. He was a 
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signer of the Barmen Declaration, the manifesto of the Confessing Church that stood in 

opposition to Hitler’s regime. It has been widely presumed that his outspoken condemnation of 

the indiscriminate bombing of German cities during the war cost him the See of Canterbury 

after the death of Archbishop William Temple in 1944. In the post-war era, Bell was a staunch 

critic of the cold war and the nuclear arms race. 

Bell’s continuing legacy is surely his stature as an ecumenist. Since his appointment to the See 

of Chichester, Bell had taken a keen interest in the reunion of the churches and he devoted 

considerable time to ecumenical projects. After the war, Bell was a tireless advocate for the 

cause of unity and is to be numbered among the founders of the World Council of Churches in 

which he held leading offices. Through his ecumenical commitments, Bell developed a 

friendship with Giovanni Montini, the Cardinal Archbishop of Milan, who was to become Pope 

Paul VI. 

Bell wrote a biography of Archbishop Davidson (1935), and a number of works on Christian 

unity and ecumenism from an Anglican perspective. 

PRAYERS 

Prayers may be offered, silently or aloud.  

HOLY EUCHARIST           Form A (Enriching Our Worship, p. 65) 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People   We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty 

God, Creator of heaven and earth, for the wonderful grace and virtue declared in all your 

saints, who have been the chosen vessels of your grace, and the lights of the world in their 

generations. And so we join the saints and angels in proclaiming your glory, as we say, 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

And so, Loving God, we who have been redeemed by Christ, and made a new people by water 

and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your 

people the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
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At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; 

and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other 

vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new Covenant, which is poured 

out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

The Celebrant then continues 

We now celebrate, O God, the memorial of Christ our Savior. By means of this holy bread and 

cup, we show forth the sacrifice of Christ’s death, and proclaim the resurrection, until Christ 

comes in glory. Gather us by this Holy Communion into one body in the Risen One, and make 

us a living sacrifice of praise. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

 

And now, in the words Christ taught us, we are bold to pray, saying, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray.  

Eternal and Life-Giving God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the sacrament of his Body 

and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 

and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

BLESSING 

THE PEACE 


