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ST. MARY’S
SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHARIST
Including a reflection on the life and witness of
SAINT JAMES OF JERUSALEM, CALLED “THE JusT”
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COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant: God be with you
People:  And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Grant, O God, that, following the example of your servant James the Just, brother of our Lord,
your Church may give itself continually to prayer and to the reconciliation of all who are at

variance and enmity; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

PSALM | The St. Helena Psalter

Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

Their delight is in the law of the Holy One,
and they meditate on that law day and night.

They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season,
with leaves that do not wither;

everything they do shall prosper.

It is not so with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
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Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous;

For the Holy One knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked is doomed.

THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:54-58

He came to his home town and began to teach the people in their synagogue, so that they
were astounded and said, ‘Where did this man get this wisdom and these deeds of power? Is
not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and
Joseph and Simon and Judas? And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get
all this?" And they took offence at him. But Jesus said to them, ‘Prophets are not without
honour except in their own country and in their own house.” And he did not do many deeds of
power there, because of their unbelief.

The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

REMEMBERING SAINT JAMES OF JERUSALEM

In the Gospel according to Matthew and in the Epistle to the Galatians, the James whom we
commemorate today is called the Lord’s brother. Other writers, following Mark's tradition,
believe him to have been a cousin of Jesus. Certain apocryphal writings speak of him as a son of
Joseph's first wife. Whatever his relationship to Jesus—brother, half-brother, or cousin—James
was converted after the resurrection. Eventually, he became Bishop of Jerusalem.

In the first letter to the Corinthians (15:7), Paul says that James was favored with a special
appearance of the Lord before the ascension. Later, James dealt cordially with Paul at Jerusalem,
when the latter came there to meet Peter and the other apostles. During the Council of
Jerusalem, when there was disagreement about whether Gentile converts should be
circumcised, James summed up the momentous decision with these words: “My judgment is
that we should impose no irksome restrictions on those Gentiles who are turning to God” (Acts
[5:19).

Eusebius, quoting from an earlier church history by Hegesippus, declares that James was
surnamed “the Just.” He was holy, abstemious, did not cut his hair nor oil his body, and was
continually on his knees in prayer, interceding for his people. “As many as came to believe did
so through James,” says Hegesippus.

James’ success in converting many to Christ greatly perturbed some factions in Jerusalem.
According to Hegesippus, they begged him to “restrain the people, for they have gone astray to
Jesus, thinking him to be the Messiah ... we bear you witness that you are just ... Persuade the
people that they do not go astray ... we put our trust in you.” They then set James on the
pinnacle of the temple, bidding him to preach to the multitude and turn them from Jesus.
James, however, testified for the Lord. Thereupon, they hurled him from the roof to the
pavement, and cudgeled him to death.
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PRAYERS
Prayers may be offered, silently or aloud.
HOLY EUCHARIST Form A (Enriching Our Worship, p. 65)

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People  And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People  We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty
God, Creator of heaven and earth, for the wonderful grace and virtue declared in all your
saints, who have been the chosen vessels of your grace, and the lights of the world in their
generations.

And so we join the saints and angels in proclaiming your glory, as we say,
Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

And so, Loving God, we who have been redeemed by Christ, and made a new people by water
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your
people the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it;
and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other
vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new Covenant, which is poured
out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”



Page 4 of 4

The Celebrant then continues

We now celebrate, O God, the memorial of Christ our Savior. By means of this holy bread and
cup, we show forth the sacrifice of Christ’s death, and proclaim the resurrection, until Christ
comes in glory. Gather us by this Holy Communion into one body in the Risen One, and make
us a living sacrifice of praise. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, in the words Christ taught us, we are bold to pray, saying,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom come,
_your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil,
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Eternal and Life-Giving God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the sacrament of his Body
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
THE PEACE



