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ST. MARY'’S
SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHARIST

Including a reflection on the life and witness of
SERGIUS,
ABBOT OF HoLy TRINITY, Moscow (1392)

Wednesday, September 25, 2024
https://zoom.us/j/584949088
Meeting ID (recurring): 584 949 088

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant: God be with you
People:  And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

O God, whose blessed Son became poor that we through his poverty might be rich: Deliver us
from an inordinate love of this world, that we, inspired by the devotion of your servant Sergjus
of Moscow, may serve you with singleness of heart, and attain to the riches of the age to come;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

PsALM 87 The St. Helena Psalter

On the holy mountain stands the city God has founded;
God loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob.

Glorious things are spoken of you,
O city of our God.

I count Egypt and Babylon among those who know me;
behold Philistia, Tyre, and Ethiopia: in Zion were they born.

Of Zion it shall be said, “Everyone was born there,
and the Most High God shall sustain it.”

God will record in the roll of the peoples,
“These also were born there.”
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The singers and the dancers will say,
“All my fresh springs are in you.”

THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 8:16-21

‘No one after lighting a lamp hides it under a jar, or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a
lampstand, so that those who enter may see the light. For nothing is hidden that will not be
disclosed, nor is anything secret that will not become known and come to light. Then pay
attention to how you listen; for to those who have, more will be given; and from those who do
not have, even what they seem to have will be taken away.’

Then his mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not reach him because of the
crowd. And he was told, "Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, wanting to see
you.” But he said to them, "My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God
and do it.’

The Word of the Lord

People: Thanks be to God.

REMEMBERING SERGIUS

To the people of Russia, Sergius is a national hero and their patron saint. He was born at
Rostov, about 1314,

Civil war in Russia forced Sergius’ family to leave the city and to live by farming at Radonezh
near Moscow. At the age of twenty, he and his brother began a life of seclusion in a nearby
forest, from which developed the Monastery of the Holy Trinity, a center of revival of Russian
Christianity. There Sergius remained for the rest of his life, refusing higher advancement, such
as the see of Moscow, in 1378.

Sergjus’ firm support of Prince Dimitri Donskoi helped to rally the Russians against their Tartar
overlords. Dimitri won a decisive victory against them at the Kulikovo Plains in 1380, and laid
the foundation of his people’s independent national life.

Sergius was simple and gentle in nature, mystical in temperament, and eager to ensure that his
monks should serve the needs of their neighbors. He was able to inspire intense devotion to the
Orthodox faith. He died in 1392, and pilgrims still visit his shrine at the monastery of Zagorsk,
which he founded in 1340. The city contains several splendid cathedrals and is the residence of
the Patriarch of Moscow.

The Russian Church observes Sergius’ memory on September 25. His name is familiar to
Anglicans from the Fellowship of St. Alban and St. Sergius, a society established to promote
closer relations between the Anglican and Russian Churches.

PRAYERS
Prayers may be offered, silently or aloud.



Page 3 of 4

HOLY EUCHARIST Form A (Enriching Our Worship, p. 65)

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People  And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People  We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty
God, Creator of heaven and earth, for the wonderful grace and virtue declared in all your
saints, who have been the chosen vessels of your grace, and the lights of the world in their
generations. And so we join the saints and angels in proclaiming your glory, as we say,

Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

And so, Loving God, we who have been redeemed by Christ, and made a new people by water
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your
people the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it;
and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other
vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new Covenant, which is poured
out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

The Celebrant then continues

We now celebrate, O God, the memorial of Christ our Savior. By means of this holy bread and
cup, we show forth the sacrifice of Christ’s death, and proclaim the resurrection, until Christ
comes in glory. Gather us by this Holy Communion into one body in the Risen One, and make
us a living sacrifice of praise. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.
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And now, in the words Christ taught us, we are bold to pray, saying,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not info temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Eternal and Life-Giving God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the sacrament of his Body
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love

and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
THE PEACE



